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Save LBI Petitions NOAA to Revoke its Approval of Atlantic Shores South
Offshore Wind Project and Overhaul Methods for Estimating Harm to Whales

LONG BEACH ISLAND, NJ, November 10, 2025 — Save Long Beach Island, Inc. (Save LBI), a
grassroots organization dedicated to sound energy policies and preserving our shore and ocean
environment, today petitioned the U.S. Department of Commerce and the National Ocean
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to take three actions: 1) revoke authorization granted to
the Atlantic Shores South offshore wind project under the Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA), 2) initiate new consultations under the Endangered Species Act, and 3) overhaul the
flawed methodology used for calculating whale “takes” — instances of fatality, serious harm or
disturbance that occur during construction and operation of offshore wind turbines.

The petition cites major scientific and mathematical errors in NOAA’s current “take-estimation”
methods, which systematically underestimate harm to the critically endangered North Atlantic
right whale during both construction-phase pile-driving and turbine operation. NOAA is an
agency within the Department of Commerce.
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“Our calculations of noise exposure from expected-to-be- modeled whale migratory travel past
a pile driver and a wind complex, even using the Agency’s underestimated noise levels at
various distances, show that NOAA’s take calculations underestimate disturbance, injury, and
deaths to the critically endangered North Atlantic right whale,” said Bob Stern, a Ph.D. scientist
and president of Save LBI, which has over 10,000 supporters. “The noise from pile drivers used
to embed massive turbine foundations deep into the seabed can cause permanent hearing loss
in whales that swim within 5 miles of this activity, and the high-levels of noise from multiple
operating turbines can inflict temporary hearing loss and behavioral disturbance across the
species’ entire primary coastal migration corridor that will disrupt its migration”

The Petition calculates the significant harm to whales and other mammals, and describes the
prior widespread underestimation of that including:

e Effectively blocking the right whale’s long-established coastal migration path from
continuous operating turbine noise that extends up to 12 miles from active turbine
arrays and exceeds NOAA'’s disturbance noise level of 120 decibels (dB) and its
temporary hearing loss threshold of 168 dB,

e Permanent hearing loss from accumulated noise energy from pile driving during turbine
construction that exceeds the threshold of 183 dB and occurs within 5 miles of the
activity — a distance far beyond NOAA’s current modeling.

e Prior use of “Level A” (injury) and “Level B” (behavioral disruption) “take” computer
modelling that did not disclose the mathematical or scientific basis for its calculations
and relied on unverified bubble-curtain noise source reductions, unrealistic low whale
presence, omitted but expected animal movement patterns that result in high noise
energy exposure, unexplained very high noise transmission losses, and auditory down-
weightings of whale hearing inconsistent with its behavior, — all of which together
significantly underestimate harm to whales and other mammals across East Coast
projects.

Petition Seeks Rulemaking and Retrospective Review

In addition to seeking relief for the Atlantic Shores South project, which would situate 200
turbines less than 9 miles off the coast of Long Beach Island, Brigantine, and Atlantic City —
closer to shore than any large offshore wind project in the world — the petition urges the U.S.
Department of Commerce and NOAA to initiate a new rulemaking to establish transparent,
peer-reviewed, and scientifically-validated methods for calculating marine-mammal takes under
the MMPA.



The filing also requests that NOAA review all Letters of Authorization previously issued for
offshore wind projects and revoke or amend those that rely on flawed mammal-take calculation
methodologies.

"Our Petition comes on the heels of the first federal court action remanding a wind-energy
Construction and Operations Plan to the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) for re-
evaluation," said Save LBI attorney Thomas Stavola, Jr. “That the key federal approval for Rhode
Island’s SouthCoast Wind project has now been sent back to BOEM for reconsideration — and
hopefully cancellation — is favorable precedent for our case. We anticipate that the (BOEM)
motion to remand currently pending in Save LBI’s lawsuit against Atlantic Shores will be heard
soon.”

About Save LBI

Save LBl is a not-for-profit, non-partisan organization that has been active in ongoing litigation
and other efforts to protect the coastal and marine environment from the senseless
industrialization of our oceans. The organization is led by Beach Haven, N.J. resident Bob Stern,
a Ph.D. scientist with experience in environmental planning and environmental law. He is a
former manager of the U.S. Department of Energy office responsible for overseeing
environmental protection related to energy projects and the Bureau of Air Quality Planning
within the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP). For more information
on Save LBl and its efforts, please visit SavelLBl.org.
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