
Save Long Beach Island, Inc. Calls for Wind Project Change to Save the 
Endangered North Atlan>c right whale 

Si#ng wind turbines farther out would avoid impact on whale behaviors cri#cal to its survival 

Status of the right whale 

The North American right whale is cri3cally endangered; only an es3mated 350 individuals survive with 
fewer than 95 reproduc3ve-age females in a declining popula3on. They migrate along the East Coast 
between Florida and the Labrador Sea in Canada Threats to the Right Whale include ship strikes, 
entanglement in fishing gear, and noise [1a, b]. Sources of noise include human ac3vi3es such as 
surveying the sea floor for poten3al wind turbine sites and the construc3on and opera3on of wind 
turbines. This noise impairs essen3al whale behaviors such as feeding, reproduc3on, migra3ng, and 
communica3on, including that between mother and calf. Hearing impairment from human-created noise 
also interferes with echoloca3on and can reduce whales’ ability to detect and avoid ships that could hit 
them [2]. Females currently bear one calf an average of every nine years, much less frequently than the 
every-three-year birth rate in the 1980s [3]. Its biological removal rate is less than one, meaning that 
even a single unnatural fatality will prevent it from reaching an op3mal sustainable popula3on. 

Impact of the proposed Atlan>c Shores wind project and counter-proposal by Save LBI 

The proposed project would be the most visible modern wind project in the world with several hundred 
turbines the height of the Eiffel Tower, spanning the length of Long Beach Island and beginning only 9 
miles from shore. This project area arose from a flawed wind energy area selec3on process that took 
place years ago without public input, never considered alterna3ve areas farther out than 20 miles, nor 
apparently the right whale’s migra3on path in the area [4] and the opera3onal turbine noise impact on 
that, or the shore impact of clearly visible turbines. In response to the environmental, economic and 
aesthe3c concerns that this proposal raised, Long Beach Island homeowners, business owners, and 
vaca3oners formed Save Long Beach Island, Inc. (Save LBI). This non-par3san, non-profit organiza3on 
supports a sensible approach to wind energy and alterna3ve/renewable energy solu3ons. However, they 
oppose the currently proposed loca3on, scope, and size of this wind energy project. Save LBI instead 
supports loca3ng the turbines in the Hudson South Call Area, which is approximately 30 to 57 miles from 
the LBI coastline, to significantly lessen the impact on right whales, and other impacts.  

Summary of Save LBI’s Appeal to the BOEM and NMFS Fisheries 

Notwithstanding the whale’s precarious state, the federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) 
and the Na3onal Marine and Fisheries Service (NMFS) are pursuing approval of this wind turbine project 
off LBI that will not just further harm the whale, but threaten its very existence. 

On November 9, 2022, Save LBI Inc.  provided over one hundred pages of comments [5] to NMFS 
cri3cizing the unsupported, overly op3mis3c, low noise source assump3ons and high noise transmission 
loss calcula3on methods used regarding construc3on pile-driving, and, cri3cally, showing that the 
opera3onal noise from the turbines proposed will probably block the whale’s migra3on. All of our 
comments and calcula3ons suppor3ng the conclusions below are available for public scru3ny. 

Conclusions 



o The right whale must migrate up and down the east coast each year to survive. Its primary 
approximately 12-mile-wide migra3on corridor off New Jersey intersects with and is adjacent to 
the wind project area [4]. 

o The underwater noise from opera3on of the newer, much larger, gearbox Vesta-236 turbines to 
be used is much higher than that from prior smaller turbines, and will permeate most of the 
migra3on corridor with levels that will “mask” or prevent communica3on between mother and 
calf, poten3ally resul3ng in separa3on and the fatality of the calf. 

o The underwater noise will permeate that en3re corridor with levels above 120 decibels, which 
the NMFS has determined will disturb whale behavior. 

o Disturbing its behavior in this context means it will try to avoid the noise, among other poten3al 
adverse ac3ons men3oned above. However, the whale has no other migratory path to take; the 
elevated noise would follow it all the way to shore, and going out to sea it would have to go 
around the 30-to-57-mile-out Hudson South wind development area where it is unlikely to find 
the food to sustain its journey. 

o Blocking the right whales’ migra3on will very likely doom them to ex3nc3on. 

To truly protect the whale from further harm and meet the requirements of the Marine Mammal 
protec3on act (MMPA), the project off LBI must be suspended and ul3mately canceled, in order to leave 
the whale a viable migra3on route inside of the much more desirable Hudson South wind energy area. 
 
NMFS approval of a project that would probably block the migra3on of a cri3cally endangered whale 
would raise serious ques3ons as to how the MMPA is being interpreted and administered, and force Save 
LBI to go to Court to ensure compliance with it. 

For more informa3on, please email or call the contact below or visit www.savelbi.org.  
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Contact: 
Bob Stern, Ph.D., President 
Save Long Beach Island, Inc. 
drbob232@gmail.com 
917.952.5016 

   

mailto:drbob232@gmail.com

